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Boat Refit & Refurbishment Services
Our team of experienced craftsmen use a wide range of materials to deliver the
highest quality interiors within budget, and
always aim to get exactly the interior desired.
Our individual design service can create both
contemporary and traditional interiors to
update your current scheme. We listen to the
client, and pride ourselves on sourcing
exactly the textiles, fittings and materials
specified.

We can also take over and complete an
ongoing project where either frustration
has set in, or time simply does not allow.

Kinver Boat Services Ltd.

Flornorvan,

The Compa,

Kinver,

South Staffordshire. S eI 01 384 878205 “

DY7 6HR. sales@kmverboatservnces co.uk 3
s i |

Sant-Media.co.uk Tel 01384 872269 - Ref:kbs-a5-broadsheet/mono



Tech Office IT Services
Computer and Laptop Repairs
On-site and Workshop Repairs
Fixed Price Labour Charge
Free Quotations®

* excludes quotations for insurance purposes

Computer Problems?

Wireless and Internet Problems?
Virus and Spyware Removal | cs
Windows and Drivers Reloaded E B
Open outside normal working hours MEMBER
until 2am, 6 days a week

Small Business website domain and email
with antispam from £14.99per month
Tel: 01384 468309

email: support@techoffice.co.uk
www.techoffice.co.uk

Martin Brookes

FOR ALL YOUR MARINE WORK

Boat Building— Fitting Out-Compliance Work— New Installation
Engine Servicing-Repairs-Welding-Painting
Out of Water Facilities

All Work Personally Undertaken

Waterways Craft Guild Accredited
07802 444370

mb.tramp@btinternet.com




EDITORIAL

after an enjoyable Annual Dinner at long gone.  All I can say is ‘well done
hich there were numerous everyone,” And I will now move swiftly

references to events 50 years ago,on with my Editorial, so cleverly avoiding
thoughts inevitably turn to how our sliding down the path of philosophy,
Society has changed in that time. mission statements and navel gazing

A difficult one in many ways because which would have everyone quite rightly
the Society of 50 years ago was a productturning the page a quickly as possible.
of its time, as it is today. Nevertheless it - Although, one more thing must be
is clear that certain ground rules both said. The Committee have operated this
explicit and implicit, laid down early on year pretty well as a cooperative, because
still apply today. Our key dates for as you know we have neither a Chair nor
events are almost set in stone, as are thea Vice Chair. It has been an interesting
eleven Broadsheets per year, although weexperiment and on the whole most of the
do not feel obligated to follow the same boxes have been ticked. We have been
format of either. The Committee posts able to do this because of the factors
of today would feel familiar to early alluded to above. What we need now is
members but how the job is done has to move on to another level again and to
always been pretty well down to do this we need a new leader. So if there
individual style. is anyone out there who feels they would

Chairs over the years are allowed to feel like to mix it with a fairly competent and
comfortable putting their stamp on the dedicated Committee; now is the time to
Society of their time, supported by their step forward.

President. Both however will move on at Finally a reminder that plans are well
the end of a relatively short tenure before advanced for an interesting and
they become set or jaded in their ways. entertaining  Anniversary ~ Summer
Chairs and Presidents are expected to Gathering.  Apart from all the usual
engage fu||y in the business of the Societyevents orientated .aI'OUnd the VISItIng
and lead it forward to the next level but boats, we are sharing the weekend with
at the same time the utmost respect is Friends of the Bratch, so you will be able
held for their predecessors. to visit ‘Vic_toria’ in steam in _h_er Gothic

Serious as some business canStyle pumping house. In addition we have

sometimes be, it is implicit that the evening comedy entertainment in the
Society is nothing without the form of Tommy Munden and our own

Membership and their elected leaders Stephanie. Please do come along.
recognise and appreciate th|§. Mu.ch. aS  |an Cowdale
we love our canal it is explicit that in its PS
best interest we must look and work = '
further afield than its confines. VOLUNTEERSWANTED AT THE
Parochial, we are not. SUMMER GATHERING

Cleverly contrived at inception, this has  Volunteers are needed to take a turn at
created what could be described in this running the Society Shop at Bratch over
Darwinian year as an ‘animal’ of a Society  the weekend of 23 and 24 May. Please
that can readily evolve to meet the contact any Society member and give
prevalent conditions of the time and them the times when you are willing to
hopefully avoid locking it in a assist.
straightjacket, only fit for an era that has Thank You



REMINISCENCE

by J. H. Parke©Oxspring, M.B.E., M.Sc.

The concluding part of an article written about 50 years ago for the Society by one of it's Vice

-Presidents and submitted to Broadsheet by Alan Smith

ention of Tixall inevitably raises
the question, why the Wide? Some
have ingeniously imagined it as a
pleasance, imposed by the Aston’s of
Tixall Hall to enhance their vista, but
more patient examination would suggest
that it was determined by the lie of the
ground, requiring soil to be dragged
forward to create an embanking
boundary for the canal.
But there are other exciting features of

Kidderminster in its stride in following

closely the course of the Stour, which in
places Brindley neatly diverted to his
purpose. It was an immediate success,
but as a commercial enterprise, greatly
enhanced by the later construction of
both the Birmingham and Stourbridge

collaterals that gave an impetus to the
carriage of industrial freight from its
source. It managed to remain

proprietary enterprise throughout its

a

the canal that time has erased, or may existence until nationalisation, unlike so
now pass unnoticed. From Gailey, the many canals that fell into the hands of
northern end of the long summit pound the later railway companies.
to Heywood Junction is no more than 12 Many express surprise that Brindley
miles, with a total fall of 101° 3” but for  should have ignored Stafford, only one
the last six miles after negotiating and a half miles from Radford, when
Deptmore lock the fall is only 4" 3” with ~ determining his line, but a close study of
Old Hill the only intervening lock. Here, the map will show the added difficulties
for long years Ephraim Talbot lived and this would have entailed. As it was,
reigned as lengthman, supported by his when the need arose, it proved easier to
kindly wife and innumerable cats. Many serve the town by indirect means. At
the walk that has been cut short at Old first the connection was effected by
Hill Bridge for the sheer pleasure of means of a horse tramway from Radford
chatting with Ephraim about old times - what one writer later called the “port”
and the commercial boats that used to of Stafford. The tramway, opened in
pass there. 1805, crossed the Penk by the road
Brindley was a contour man, as the bridge and followed the present A34 to
canal engineer of those days had to be,the Green Bridge in the centre of the
which makes it interesting to see how he town. After thriving for some years, it
followed the 250" contour line all the was decided to make a direct water
way from Deptmore lock round the connection through a lock built at St.
sandstone bluff of Radford, by Baswich Thomas in Baswich to join the Sow
to Milford: not the eyetaking sinuosity through a short curved channel, the

of the later Oxford canal at
Wormleighton, but nevertheless a good
example of the principle that simplified
the cost of construction.

The Staffs and Worcester was
essentially a trunk line: it avoided
Stafford, ran beneath Wolverhampton
and below Stourbridge, but embraced
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remains of which can still be seen. The
river itself was canalised leading to a
wharf, also at the Green Bridge. This
means of access to the county town
remained in use until the 1920°s but the

basin is now filled in and provides the
inevitable car park. The old lock at St.
Thomas has been similarly eradicated



and the connection with the main canal, Trinity the only landmark, has given
under a towpath bridge, removed. The place to a housing community, closing
present writer well remembers the in towards the water’s edge. Just beyond
junction and the old lock, as he does also the church, where the canal contoured
sleepers from the earlier horse tramway to the right, stood the old Salt Works,
being lifted near the Green circa 1938. low wooden buildings which covered the
Navigation of the canalised Sow could salt pans of the old method of
be a tricky operation in times of flood extraction. A short basin accommodated
and it is only in fairly recent years that the boats that delivered the coal they
the former disastrous flooding of the required. Forty years ago the canal as a
town has been obviated by the River commercial waterway ended there, the
Board. “head of navigation” as it were for the
During the past thirty-five years many weekly boat that quietly delivered the
changes have occurred over the six milesnecessary fuel. All this has gone too,
from Deptmore to the junction, not least replaced by a gaunt modern factory of
perhaps at Radford itself. The casual the modern vacuum process, with its tall
observer may notice the slight bend here chimney: and, sign of the times, this is
as the canal goes beneath the bridge, butnow disused.
he is less likely to have observed the
straight line of hedge that marks the From the old Salt Works not a boat
original boundary of the Company's passed in years until the Second World
property. It was along this line that the War, when the wisdom of using the
short basin was accommodated, giving Staffs and Worcester as an alternative
direct access to the highway, with the route to Birmingham was considered
wharf in between. Regrettably, the old prudent, for who knew when on some
Redford Bank stores that served canal moonlight night the silver streak of the
users with necessities, has now beencanals might not attract the bombs of
demolished with its attendant house stray enemy aircraft. From lack of use
adjoining the driveway to the wharf. The the canal was then much silted but, once
old coal wharf has given place to a beat the channel was forced, passage was and
building establishment which has has been maintained to the delight of
recently built new premises nearby. those who now use it.

One of the prettiest scenes on the There is much more to recount, did
canal for many years was just under the space allow: the coal wharf at Milford,
Radford Bridge where, for a few the straightening of the Trent at
hundred yards, there was a shallow Haywood, the elimination of the road
widening, forming a natural water bends in consequence, as one
garden to the “Shawms,” the former approached the old bridge over the
residence of Mr. H. J. Bostock of Lotus Trent and Mersey, this bridge itself now
Shoe factory fame and one time Mayor only a recent memory. But for all the
of the Borough. This short reach was changes one cannot resist attempting to
always profusely clothed with water recapture the scene as the old navigators
lilies. The glint of sunshine on these as neared their goal, digging away the
on the darting wings of kingfishers made remaining earth that separated their
this a pleasing retreat for the passing new cut from the water of the Grand
boater. Trunk, already navigable as far as Stone,

From here to Baswich the grassy visible beneath the arch of the newly
hillside with the ancient church of Holy fashioned junction bridge.



SOCIETY ANNUAL DINNER

he Golden Anniversary Annual Eating Places have to cater, or is it that
Dinner, on Fri 6 March 2009, was a the Fox is particularly munificent with its
superb occasion, especially with the portions?
honour of welcoming Mr Clive Guest Speaker Clive Henderson
Henderson National Chairman of the introduced himself with a cameo of his
life, and the background leading to his
!5 election to the IWA National Chair.
- After a brief résumé of the current
) situation in the world of waterways, Clive
produced some original copies of early
IWA journals from which he read news
extracts from the era our Society was
formed, after which he proposed the
Toast to the Society.

lan Cowdale responded appropriately,
followed by the Presentation of the
Awards, the evening ending with the
drawing of the many welcome raffle
prizes.

A really good Annual Dinner; and why?
Because of the tremendous amount of
hard work by a great many people; the
Dinner Committee, the Management and

Guest Speaker Clive Henderson Staff of the Fox Inn (tO whom a special

thanks goes for the two wineboxes) and

IWA as Guest Speaker, especially as ClivePeter & Ann, the Raffle Organisers. The

is more of a ‘local man’ than many Society is so grateful to everyone for
previous Chairmen.

It was also great to see many lon
serving Members gracing the occasio
particularly Founder Member, Malcolm
Braine, who has done so much for the
Society and for the waterways as a who
over the years. Unfortunately there arg
not photos of them all, but here are just
some who managed to get themselves i
front of the camera lens!

Dr. lan Thompson masterfully

Mastered the usual Ceremonies, keepin "'";f
everyone and everything discreetly unde W
control. =
. Edwin Fasham & Peter Freakley members from
Following the Grace by Mrs Gray almost the beginniné

Smart came the usual sumptuous feast,

for which the Fox Public House is well staging such a great occasion.

known Is it that Midlanders generally Thank you too to the many who
have enormous appetites for which donated raffle prizes and of course to the
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ninety-seven Members who attended the
dinner, without whom it wouldn’t have
been much of an event!

Finally, a special thanks to Chris Dyche,

who has the most envious record of
getting top quality and important
speakers for the Annual Dinners. How
doeshe do it?
Mike Grant

ANNUAL DINNER AWARDS
TONY GuYy PLATE
The Tony Guy Plate is awarded
annually by the Committee to someone,

promote the our Society to both the
canal network and to the general public.

For these reasons, the 2009 recipient of
the Bicentenary Medallion is Colin
Cartwright.

THE STOURPORT PLATE

The Stourport Plate is awarded to the
person who, in the opinion of the Editor
has produced the best Broadsheet article
in the previous calendar year.

This year’s winning article was one of a
fascinating series contributed by
members who generously shared their
earliest memories of involvement and

who during the past year has made an interest in the Waterways.

outstanding  contribution to the

Waterways.
This year’s recipient is a person whose

This article entitled ‘The Bumblebee
Connection’ appeared in April’s edition
of Broadsheet & was written by Dave

work and craftsmanship can be seen at aMoore.

number of locations along the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal,

BRITISH W ATERWAYS LICENCE:
LATE PAYMENT CHARGE

and at this Spring Bank Holiday a new Are you aware that in accordance with

addition to his work will be unveiled at
Bratch during our 50 Anniversary
Summer Gathering celebrations.

In recognition of the many plaques that

their revised Licence Terms &
Conditions, British Waterways have now
introduced a Late Payment Fee of £150,
which will be applied to any licence

he has made on behalf of the Society andwhich is overdue by one month or more.

in  particular his latest work
commemorating our 50" anniversary, the

For example, if your licence expired on
31 March, but not renewed by 30

Tony Guy Plate this year is awarded to April, you would not only lose your

Ron Williams.
BICENTENARY M EDALLION

The recipient of the annual Bi

Prompt Payment discount but also be
invoiced for a further £150.
| support British Waterways in making

centenary award is a member who has this charge. Every expired licence that

contributed  significantly over the

has to be chased up represents a cost to

previous year to promote the aims and the boating community; why should the

objectives of our Society.

We all receive Broadsheet
appreciate the cost of production, but
how much do we appreciate the
contribution that is made from

honest boat owner subsidize those that

and try to ‘Get away with it’.

As licensing officer for the Stourbridge
Navigation Trust, as always, | am more
than happy to renew all your boat

advertising revenue towards these costs?licences. Please give me a ring if you need

The ever increasing number of

any help or advice, but PLEASE don't

advertisements have been gains by muchleave it too late.

hard work and effort.
Not only does our recipient look after

our advertising but he also undertakes

Ruth Dyche;

the organisation of Spring, Summer and S.N.T. Licensing Officer

Autumn gatherings, all of which help to



MARCH AT BRADMORE

ur speaker for the evening was Phil Quite a lot to think about! A fascinating
Clayton of the BCN Society. Phil incite into this water shed area complete
began by taking us through 'what may with maps and documents.
have been' if certain plans had come to
fruition. The Staffs & Worcs canal  Phil then continued the programme
between Aldersley and Autherley would with 'then and now' photos of the BCN
certainly have been unrecognisable to together with slides of the working boats
what it is today. One of four changes and families who plied their trade along
could have greeted us around these two this stretch. There were several slides of
junctions. ice-breakers and boats stranded in
extremely thick ice, thick enough for one
1. An aqueduct at Aldersley taking the crew to walk on. Phil treated us to an
BCN over the S&W and dropping it interesting, informative and amusing
down into the Shropshire Union, just evening.
north of the boat yard, so negating the
need for the toll which had to be paid to The photos and presentation were
use this short stretch of canal from the excellent reminding us of the wealth of
BCN to the SU. OR... history we have in and around our canal
system. Some, as demonstrated, sadly
2. A railway built on the line of a filled lost especially the industrial buildings
in Shropshire Union, and a rail yard near where many working boats carried
the stop lock. OR... cargoes right into the heart of the
factory.
3. A huge reservoir between the rivers
Penk and Smethstow Brook, covering Thank you Phil, for reminding us to be
most of the area from Brewood to alert and appreciate what we have on the
Tettenhall. This was a suggestion made aB.C.N in particular and across the whole
number of years before the present network in general and to continue the
canals were dug. OR... work to keep what we have for future
generations. A superb evening.
4. The raising of the water levels on the
S.U and the removal of the stop lock Carol Aldridge
which would therefore not be needed.

GEORGEANDREWS 1917 - 2009

We are sad to hear that George Andrews has died aged 92. George was a founder
member of the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal and Wolverhampton Boat Club.
He was also part of the early Coombswood Canal Trust and President of the West
Midland Branch of the Inland Waterways Association. His funeral was held at Hurst
Green Methodist Church, Halesowen. He will be greatly missed throughout the
region.

Ed
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BARRIERSSTAY UP

BW’s decision to leave the barriers in place has been applanded by the
Stourbridge Navigation Trust. BOB CLARKE

BRITISH Waterways has turned down a request from local mountain bikers and

other cyclists to remove motorcycle barriers from the Stourbridge Canal Town Arm
towpath.

BW’s decision has heen applauded by the
Stourbridge Navigation Trust whose spokesman,
Chris Dyche, said: “For years the towpath was
plagued by minimotorbikes and trail bikes but
these barriers put an end to the nuisance.”

But the bikers claim the barriers’ presence
makes it almost impossible for some cyclists,
! especially those who ride adapted bikes or
% tandems, to get onto the towpath plus the added
nuisance of having to lift the machines over the
barriers.

A spokesman for the bikers, Russell Eden said: “I'm not convinced that motorbikes
on the towpath are any more prevalent than elephants in my garden,” and added that if
there were any problems they could be dealt with by the police.

To which Mr Dyche responded: “Within only days of those barriers being removed,
the motorbikes would return.”

Before the barriers were installed, the trust and towpath walkers regularly
complained to the police about the nuisance but rarely did any officers attend and
when they did the motorcyclists had long since gone.

Towpath Talk- Tuesday 17th of February 2009

STOPPAGE NOTICE
There will be a stoppage on the Stourbridge Canal from 20/4/2009 until 16/5/2909
(27 Days) between Wordsley Junction Bridge and Stourton Bottom Lock (Towgath
only closed between Bells Mill Bridge and Newtown Bridge).
The reason for the stoppage is a response to customer feedback, British Watefways
will be dewatering the canal at the repaired breach site to establish the cauge of
navigation concern. They will also aim to rectify any issues during that time.
Up to date information regarding the stoppage may be obtained from Britjsh
Waterways 01827 252000 dttp://www.waterscape.com/boating
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