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the Sleep Easy Stool, a compact and contemporary

seat that also converts into a comfortable bed for
overnight guests.

Bespoke Stainless Steel Tanks
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in standard sizes and to customer specification.

Boat Refit & Refurbishment Services
Our team of experienced craftsmen use a wide range of materials to deliver the
highest quality interiors within budget, and
always aim to get exactly the interior desired.
Our individual design service can create both
contemporary and traditional interiors to
update your current scheme. We listen to the
client, and pride ourselves on sourcing
exactly the textiles, fittings and materials
specified.

We can also take over and complete an
ongoing project where either frustration
has set in, or time simply does not allow.
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EDITORIAL

Apologies to all of you who looked in vain for the history of British Waterways that I
promised in my editorial last month, When working down to a deadline, particularly one
brought forward by the Christmas holidays there is little time to have complete discussions on
content and much has to be left to the trusted discretion of Colin. Unfortunately I
underestimated the space it required. Anyway here it is this month — British Waterways’ own
quite concise and candid history of their organisation, See if you can draw parallels from it to
our own Society’s history.

Do not miss Malcolm Braine’s modest and self effacing account of the hirth of the Society
which recounts the foresight and dedication of a small group of canal enthusiasts concerned
with the future of local canals, Inevitably you cannot help but contemplate whether given the
same set of circumstances; the same could be achieved nowadays. I would like to think it
could, given a repeat of the parlous state of affairs at the time, but of course the current veneer
of calm and control that is perceived lulls many into thinking that the time for active support
and keeping a weather eye out for problems ahead islong gone. The tile “The First Fifty years’
was also noted — many thanks Malcolm; together with the twist of fate that haslead nowto an
official ofthe Stratford on Avon Canal Society becoming the National Chairman ofthe IW A,

It was encouraging to note that BW has been appointed to the Commission for Architecture
and Built Environment which advises on the design and use of public space. At least there
now should be someone who can advise on the appropriateness of plans that impinge on
waterways,

As a developer itself, BW came of age in the summer when Boris Johnson badked in
principle, the £2 billion joint venture Wood Wharf mixed development, in the Isle of Dogs.
Outline consent was granted in the autumn but completion dates have been put badc in the
slumping market. Up until last year over 40% of BW's commercial income, many through
joint ventures, was generated by property. This contributes to around two-thirds of its grant
income and is more than two and a half times what was generated a decade ago. Although a
slightly riskier approach, atleast the alternative of selling the family silver is avoided. This is a
significant figure that is additional to grant funding but it will inevitably reduce in the current
economic dimate impacting on overall projected income.

What does need watching is the eclectic collection of buildings spread around the country
that generate some income from rent but will cost nearly as much because of their
geographical spread and high maintenance costs. From a commercial perspective, unless they
are prepared to wait for regeneration opportunities which may be many years away, disposal
would be the logical option but of course not always one from a heritage point of view.

Plans are in full flow for our main event ofthe year at the Bratch in May. Do not to miss out
on the planned events and from sharing in celebrations with other members, so make it a date
for your diary. Likewise, the Annual Dinner and the Spring Cruise are not too far away now.
Time to book in for both,

Ian Cowdale



THE FIRST 50 YEARS

t is hard to credit that fifty years have elapsed since the formation of the

Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal Society was first envisaged. Strangely, the
proposal came about not simply due to the fact that the canal was, at the time, under a
positive threat of closure and abandonment from Aldersley down to Stourport. The
1955 Board of Survey Report, reporting to the British Transport Commission, followed
by publication of the 1958 Bowes Report were in themselves extremely worrying.
However, political problems had, around this time, beset the Midlands Branch of the
Inland Waterways Association, leading to its dishandment.

Having been an ardent member of the IWA since 1948, I felt disillusioned and even
had thoughts of trying to set up a new branch in Wolverhampton, in the hope of
keeping as many members as possible within our area. Notwithstanding, there seemed
to be a better chance to do something to try and help the situation by the setting up of
a society, which could then easily include Midlands I'W A members who, like myself
felt a bit rudderless.

Other Canal Societies within the Midlands Region were already making good
progress, notably the Stratford on Avon and Coventry Societies but those for the
Ashby Canal and Trent and Mersey I am unsure about. History will also show that the
IWA Midlands Branch was eventually reformed, largely at the instigation and under
the leadership of David Hutchings,

One of the local IWA members, whom I had already met, initially by virtue of seeing
that he too sported an I'W A lapel badge, was David Tomlinson. I discussed the ideas
with him and we made a joint decision to try and get an initial meeting arranged.

I had written to Robert Aikman, the well known co-founder of the IW A, outlining
the idea and his handwritten response, which I still have, may be best described as
tacit. He understandably would have preferred me to have concentrated on re-forming
as an IWA branch. David and I continued with our plan however and an initial
meeting was arranged in February 1959, at the Merridale Flats Community Centre, in
Wolverhampton.

Invitations were sent out to a large number of organisations and people from all
walks of life that we felt had waterways interests. The response, we felt, was
astonishing with well over a hundred attendees. These even included Len Wall; I recall,
BW’s newly appointed Midlands Area Engineer, with who the Society enjoyed a
tremendous relationship until his untimely death.

As I recall, the first elected Committee was David, Alan Papworth, John Garrett and
myself. The early formative years were heady, extremely time consuming and
demanding but from the outset, were at all times richly supported by an astonishingly
eclectic body of like-minded members and friends. Many possessed that worldly
knowledge which comes only with the passage of time, so often invaluable when
dealing with intransigent Local Authorities in the setting up of various campaigns.

My own personal involvement underwent forcible decline after starting to set up a
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boatbuilding business at Norton Canes Docks in 1964, by which time David
Tomlinson had undertaken a serious interest in the Stourbridge Canal rescue under
the worthy Chairmanship of Jim Robbins. So very many names start to spring to mind,
many who poured far more into the Society than ever I could. Sadly, so many have now
passed by but those who have known them and saw their monumental efforts
achieving fruition can now see how it is that the Staffs and Worcs Canal Society enjoys
such a sound respect within the waterways community, To each and every one of them
Iwould just like to say, thank you.

Long ago the Society in my view quite rightly allied itself to the IW A, We live in an
age where a force in numbers will ever more be necessary in order to provide for a
proper, sensible future. Not just only the Staffs and Worcs, but all our inland
waterways, whilst the arrears of sound and long term maintenance continue to stack
up. One thing is for sure however, your Society has managed to do its job whereby it

can now proudly list real and notable achievements. Long may that be so.

Malcolm Braine,

THE SOCIETY’S 50™ ANNIVERSARY SUMMER (GATHERING

s  previously mentioned in

‘Broadsheet’, the Society’s Summer
Gathering will be held at The Bratch over
the Spring Bank Holiday Weekend, May
23 — 24™ An event that really is going
to be something different, special, and
worthy of our 50™ Anniversary
celebrations.

On behalf of the Society’s Committee, I
am delighted to announce that we will be
joining forces with the Friends of The
Bratch Pumping Station, and that the
Society will be sponsoring the steaming
of their interesting and historic 1895
built 400 ton Vertical Triple Expansion
pumping engine for the weekend. The
engine will therefore be in steam and
open for inspection for the entire two
days of our Anniversary Summer
Gathering.

In addition on the pumping station site,
there will be a wvariety of additional
attractions on display throughout the
weekend, including Traction Engines in
steam, Fairground Organs, a collection of
veteran and classic cars, together with
various other activities. There will also be
refreshments available, provided by The
Friends of Bratch. We have also kindly

been offered us the use of The Friends
marquee for the Saturday evening and
your committee are currently looking at
various ideas, which will give us an added
attraction and focal point for the
weekend.

The Pumping Station site will be open
to the general public during the weekend,
and they will be charged the usual

Admission  Charges (4 adults/£2
children). However, as part of our
sponsorship agreement ALL Society

Members will be issued with FREE
PASSES, so whether you come by boat,
car, or bus, this really will be an event for
all members to visit and enjoy, and I
know that all our members {(and friends)
will help to make the event one to
remember,

The PBratch is an idyllic Waterways
Venue, and our Society will certainly
ensure that our Waterways, and the
Associated Heritage which has so
lovingly been restored right on the bank
of our canal, are all given maximum
promotion, and acknowledgement of
their value to the community as a whole.

Chris Dyche.



nother interview on 102.5 The Bridge and another local personality eagetly promoting a
book that may also be of interest to Broadsheet



