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Narrowboat Surveys Ltd
* Purchase & Insurance Surveys
* Boat Safety Scheme Certificates
* info@narrowboatsurveys.co.uk
* www.narrowboatsurveys.co.uk

01527 854039 PAUL SMITH

MEng MIIMS

07702 206240 CORGI Marine Surveyor

PHIL JONES

HATHERTON MARINA, HATHERTON JUNCTION, Funiner
STAFFS & WORCS

DRY DOCK, CRANEAGE, GRIT BLASTING, PRESSURE WASHING

HULL BLACKING, STERNGEAR, ANODES, ETC.
STEELWORK ALTERATIONS, LENGTHENING, OVERPLATING
NARROWBOAT BROKERAGE & SALES
BOAT SAFETY EXAMINATIONS & REMEDIAL WORK

VINTAGE AND MODERN ENGINE SALES, REPAIR AND INSTALLATION

TEL/FAX: (01785) 715988 Mobile: 07831 153028




Kinver

Boat Services Ltd

www.kinverboatservices.co.uk

Narrow Boat Furniture

Kinver Boat Services specialise in furniture for canal

narrow boats. Compact, practical and beautifully
designed & finished, Kinver Boat Services produce,

chairs, sofas, sofa beds, storage sofas, bed chairs and

the Sleep Easy Stool, a compact and contemporary

seat that also converts into a comfortable bed for
overnight guests.

Bespoke Stainless Steel Tanks
We also offer header, expansion, water, and secondary fuel tanks
in standard sizes and to customer specification.

Boat Refit & Refurbishment Services
Our team of experienced craftsmen use a wide range of materials to deliver the
highest quality interiors within budget, and
always aim to get exactly the interior desired.
Our individual design service can create both
contemporary and traditional interiors to
update your current scheme. We listen to the
client, and pride ourselves on sourcing
exactly the textiles, fittings and materials
specified.

We can also take over and complete an
ongoing project where either frustration
has set in, or time simply does not allow.

Kinver Boat Services Ltd.

Flornorvan,

The Compa,

Kinver,

South Staffordshire. S eI 01 384 878205 “

DY7 6HR. sales@kmverboatservnces co.uk 3
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Tech Office IT Services
Computer and Laptop Repairs
On-site and Workshop Repairs
Fixed Price Labour Charge
Free Quotations®

* excludes quotations for insurance purposes

Computer Problems?

Wireless and Internet Problems?
Virus and Spyware Removal | cs
Windows and Drivers Reloaded E B
Open outside normal working hours MEMBER
until 2am, 6 days a week

Small Business website domain and email
with antispam from £14.99per month
Tel: 01384 468309

email: support@techoffice.co.uk
www.techoffice.co.uk

Martin Brookes

FOR ALL YOUR MARINE WORK

Boat Building— Fitting Out-Compliance Work— New Installation
Engine Servicing-Repairs-Welding-Painting
Out of Water Facilities

All Work Personally Undertaken

Waterways Craft Guild Accredited
07802 444370

mb.tramp@btinternet.com




EDITORIAL

Welcome to a new year and your
Society’s 50% year, We hope like

to look of Broadsheet in its anniversary
jacket. Although this time of year many
of us are occupied by things others than
canals, the Society’s calendar is relentless
and your Committee have been
continuing to work hard at organising
events for the 2009 season and to link
each event back to the 50% anniversary
theme, Sweeping statements are always
dangerous though, and the Dinner
Committee must be acknowledged for
independently and efficiently arranging
the Annual Dinner for this and every
previous year.

On the subject of events, fifty members
attended the Christmas Social at the
Bonded Warehouse Stourbridge in
December and were well entertained, by,
comedienne Marlene and were fed and
watered with generous amounts of food
brought by members and the Society
Christmas Punch plus tea and coffee
respectively. Marlene’s stories had us
reminiscing about the old days and
laughing about the present.

This is also the start of my third year as
Broadsheet Editor. I would like to pass
on my thanks to everyone who have
generously contributed material to
Broadsheet during this period and
encourage you to continue doing so. In
addition I send a plea to the Broadsheet
‘wallflowers” to make it your new-year
resolution to overcome your reluctance
to write even a few words for your
publication.

As this edition goes to press I hear that
the Stourbridge Canal will be officially
reopened on the 19 December. Apart
from a few problems at the interfaces
between the existing and remade canal

beds I hear that the project has run
smoothly and all will be operational for
the Christmas cruising period. Together
with the bill for the Mon.and Brec
repairs, this makes two major unplanned
expenditures that BW have had to cover
in the last year; inevitably at the expense
of reduced maintenance or less urgent
repairs. So the £5 million just advanced
by the Government must be welcome but
am I being naive in thinking that an
‘advance’ means less in later years? I
normally find it is always best to work on
the principle that money can only be
spent once,

BW’s green initiative with Glaxo
SmithKline reported in this edition
indeed is good news for all and BW must
be complemented on the effective use of
their assets; namely using their water as a
heat sink in this case, or it could be a cold
sink. It has become popular in the last
few years to use the ground as a source of
heat for buildings but water is not so
common because as it is never in the
right place as normally it is in discrete
‘lumps’, except of course for canals and
rivers.

Wide scale use could be a bit of a
challenge though if it resulted in the
canals heating up to unacceptable levels
and creates a vision of a balancing act
taking place whereby the heat could be
extracted and sold elsewhere to make
‘room’ for more cooling capacity. Hardly
envisaged in 1959 when the future
existence of British canals were in doubt
and our Society was formed. Included in
this edition is BWs own fairly candid
history, against which we should be able
to plot ours. Any volunteers?

Ian Cowdale



RESULTS OF BRITISH WATERWAYS’
ANNUAIL SURVEY REVEALS
DIVERSITY OF WATERWAY

WILDLIFE.

ritain's waterways are teeming with

water-loving  wildlife and are
providing valuable homes for rare and
unusual species such as water voles,
otters and terrapins, according to the
results of British Waterways® fifth annual
wil dlife survey released today.

Despite a year of unusually wet weather,
more than 3,000 sightings of wildlife
were recorded by visitors to Britain's
canals, rivers, docks and reservoirs,

This year’s survey, supported by the
British Dragonfly Society, focused on
dragonflies and damselflies and more
than 350 were spotted across the
country, particularly in the North West.
British Waterways” ecologists say that the
presence of these much loved and
colourful insects is a key indicator of
good water quality and a healthy local
ecosystem, as they need to lay their eggs
in or near water.

The 2008 survey also shows: That frogs
have leaped up six places since last year
to become the sixth most sighted animal,
with more than half spotted in Scotland.
There has been a dip in the number of
sightings of kingfishers, from fourth to
eleventh, which could be related to
flooding damaging nesting sites and
feeding grounds Mallards, swans and
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moorhens are the most commonly
sighted species Terrapins, not a native
animal but released pets, have been seen
widespread but in low numbers — these
animals can harm our own natural
wildlife. Although rare, water voles —
best known as Ratty in Wind in the
Willows — were spotted in even numbers
across the country. The water voles’ arch
nemesis, mink, was spotted most
frequently in the East Midlands,
Yorkshire and Scotland, but evaded
detection entirely in London,

Dr Mark Robinson, British Waterways’
national ecology manager, says “Our
waterways play a vital role in towns and
cities by providing wildlife corridors that
help sustain populations of a variety of
species including bats and otters.
Although water voles are increasingly
threatened in the UK, it is extremely
encouraging to see that they have been
sighted in locations throughout the
country.

“This year, people who took part in the
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survey have helped demonstrate that
there are valuable habitats supported by
canals and rivers. Waterways are free and
accessible for everyone to enjoy and
monitoring species helps us to support
wildlife in the best way we can.”

W aterscape



A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

WISHING EVERYONE A
VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR
AND A
B1G WELCOME TO OUR SOCIETY’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY

Mike Grant



