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Narrowboat Surveys Ltd
* Purchase & Insurance Surveys
* Boat Safety Scheme Certificates
* info@narrowboatsurveys.co.uk
* www.narrowboatsurveys.co.uk

01527 854039 PAUL SMITH
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PHIL JONES

HATHERTON MARINA, HATHERTON JUNCTION, Funiner
STAFFS & WORCS

DRY DOCK, CRANEAGE, GRIT BLASTING, PRESSURE WASHING

HULL BLACKING, STERNGEAR, ANODES, ETC.
STEELWORK ALTERATIONS, LENGTHENING, OVERPLATING
NARROWBOAT BROKERAGE & SALES
BOAT SAFETY EXAMINATIONS & REMEDIAL WORK

VINTAGE AND MODERN ENGINE SALES, REPAIR AND INSTALLATION

TEL/FAX: (01785) 715988 Mobile: 07831 153028




Kinver

Boat Services Ltd

www.kinverboatservices.co.uk

Narrow Boat Furniture

Kinver Boat Services specialise in furniture for canal

narrow boats. Compact, practical and beautifully
designed & finished, Kinver Boat Services produce,

chairs, sofas, sofa beds, storage sofas, bed chairs and

the Sleep Easy Stool, a compact and contemporary

seat that also converts into a comfortable bed for
overnight guests.

Bespoke Stainless Steel Tanks
We also offer header, expansion, water, and secondary fuel tanks
in standard sizes and to customer specification.

Boat Refit & Refurbishment Services
Our team of experienced craftsmen use a wide range of materials to deliver the
highest quality interiors within budget, and
always aim to get exactly the interior desired.
Our individual design service can create both
contemporary and traditional interiors to
update your current scheme. We listen to the
client, and pride ourselves on sourcing
exactly the textiles, fittings and materials
specified.

We can also take over and complete an
ongoing project where either frustration
has set in, or time simply does not allow.

Kinver Boat Services Ltd.

Flornorvan,
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Kinver,
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EDITORIAL

ollowing on from Malcolm Braine’s

fascinating account of the First Fifty
Years; this month brings us more of the
past in Chris Dyches account of the
rehirth of interest in canals, a beautifully
written account of the embryonic days
of the Staffs & Worcs Canal and a nod
to the future from Graham Fisher,

Chris” account alludes to the fact that
the Canal was all but disused on the very
northern end and probably chance, in
the form of the war kept it open as a
contingency route to Birmingham. In
many ways the Staffs and &Worcs is a
lucky canal, in that sections, for different
reasons were preserved in water long
enough for a few individuals with the
appreciation of national heritage and the
vision of a potential future, to start
rolling a snowball that gathered up
increasing numbers of supporters on the
way, many of whom are our Society
members. It is still rolling today, and I
am sure we will do our best to ensure
that with the support of many others it
will continue on its way.

Another stroke of luck in 1959 was the
rescuing of Brindley’s archives of the
creation of the Staffs & Worcs canal
from an office bonfire. After being
recorded on microfiche, the original 34
note books appear to have gone to
ground but were recently put on the
market and purchased by Staffordshire
County Archives for £6,600 in a hotly
contested auction,

Chris is also a man on a mission at the
moment with the Summer Gathering at
Bratch firmly in his sights. This month
he is wets your appetite by giving you
some background to the Bratch
Pumping Station. By coincidence, I
recently came across an article in the

Parish of Penn Church magazine
discussing the perfectly cylindrical
sandstone gate posts found outside All
Saints Church Trysull. The 18 inch
diameter posts are thought to have
come from the trial boreholes from the
Bratch prior to the two larger diameter
boreholes being sunk. Possibly they were
one of the gifts to placate locals who lost
the use of their wells as a result of the
pumping. Another allowance being that
those connected to the main were
supplied with water at 30% less than the
price in Bilston.

Going back to last summer I
commented on the rather illogical
decision by BW to turn off the swing
bridge traffic lights on the Gloucester
and Sharpness Canal bridges in the
supposed interest of safety. The theory
behind the action was that more care
was taken by road traffic when junction
lights were off and this should hold true
for vessels without brakes, that move
with the wind when eventually stopped,
and can'’t see past the blind spot created
by the bridge. The good news is that
they are being turned back on. A victory
for common sense, for listening to users
and possibly realising that creating a safe
environment is actually lot to do with
understanding the concept of
probability, not pinching ideas from the
roads.

Finally a reminder that it s
membership renewal time. The new
rates are £13.00 single membership and
combined £13.50. Rates in the new
member application form bound into
Broadsheet will be changed accordingly
next month, Still excellent value.

Ian Cowdale



A BIT MORE ABOUT BRATCH

As I announced in last months

Broadsheet, as a part of our 50%
anniversary celebrations we are delighted
to be joining forces with the trustees the
Bratch Pumping Station for our Summer
Gathering over the Spring Bank Holiday
Weekend (May 23" — 24%), and will be
sponsoring the steaming of their historic
steam pumping engine. Following on
from my initial notes, I thought that it
would be of interest to members if I gave
a brief history of the historic Bratch
pumping station.

The pumping station building is
constructed of Ruabon red brick with
blue brick banding, and a stepped pattern
of red, buff and blue bricks decorating
the panels above and between windows.
Four ornamental turrets rise from the
corners of the building. The building was
desipned by Baldwin Latham of
Westminster on behalf of the Bilston
Urban District Council Waterworks
Company at a cost of £6133, and it began
supplying water to Bilston in 1896.

The building houses two triple
expansion vertical steam engines, built by
Thornewill and Warham of Burton on
Trent, and are named ‘Victoria’® and
‘Alexandra’. Each engine was capable of
raising 1% million gallons of water a day
from boreholes which penetrate the
underlying Bunter Sandstone beds. One
engine, ‘Victoria® has been fully restored
by Mr. Len Crane, and this will be in
steam throughout the weekend.

The Pumping Station site, together with
an associated display of Steam Engines,
Organs, Vehicles etc., will be open to the
general public throughout the weekend,
and an Admission Charges (£4 adults/£2
children) will apply. However, as part of
our sponsorship agreement ALL Society
Members will be issued with FREE
PASSES which will be valid on both days.

Whether you visit by boat or road, this
is an event not to be missed. I hope that
you will all (and your friends) come along
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and join in celebrating “50 years of The
Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal
Society”.

Please put it in your diary now.
Chris Dyche.

CRUISING IN QUR 50TH YEAR
THE SUMMER GATHERING
23" AND 24™ MAY 2009 AT
BRATCH LOCKS
We hope that this will be our finest yet.
As well as the usual gathering events, we
have joined with The Friends of Bratch
who will be steaming the 1896 engine in
the fairy tale castle pumping station.
Other exhibits will include, classic and
vintage cars, motor bikes and
commercial vehicles, and demonstrations

of old steam machinery.

The Society shop will be in attendance
and two boats will cruise from each end
ofthe canal to mark the anniversary.

There will be live entertainment in the
marquee on Saturday evening.

On Sunday a commemorative plaque
will be unveiled to remind future
generations of our achievement. After
this we hope members and invited guests
and friends will join us for a glass of
champagne.

If you are attending by boat then you
will find an entry form in this edition of
Broadsheet, if not then there is plenty of
free parking,

Please join us in what should be a truly
memorable event.

Colin Cartwright
Cruising O fficer

CURLY WYRLEY DREDGING
Yes the dredging has started on the
Wyrley & Essington Canal - see the
attached photo.

I realise some of you didn't know about
it but some time ago British Waterways
said they had put in a bid for funding to
dredge the W&E. We were thrilled at this



CRYSTAL BALLS
In a frank display of mea culpa Mr Evans (Chief Executive, BW - Ed) reports a generally
good 2006 but expresses disappointment that BW may have fallen short of overall
expectations of waterside businesses. A refreshing acknowledgement of must-try-
harder although I reckon 2007 may see Mr Evans and his colleagues exercised with
matters of graver concern, which he also tacitly acknowledges. I have thus taken the
opportunity to wish him and his staff well in what will doubtless prove to be a
challenging year. They are going to have their work cut out and if anyone would like to
assure me that news of a Government Select Committee ‘examining how British

Waterways is working towards its ambition of creating an expanded, vibrant, largel
self-sufficient waterway networl’ is not simply politico'H



